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have been more to the advantage of France to "yield
Normandy or Brittany to the English rather than
Acadia, Newfoundland, or Hudson Bay."15

For the time being at least France in Europe was
intact, and if it had so wished and had taken the
proper steps, its colony in America might yet have
been saved. But France did not will it so. At the
beginning of the eighteenth century, a century which
"was brilliant to the point of impertinence, even of
madness,5' Canada had few friends among France's
rulers. It was said that Canada cost too much and
brought in nothing. With very little help it had suc-
ceeded in becoming populated and in providing almost
single-handed for its economic life and now Versailles
seemed inclined to saddle the country with the greater
part of the burden of its military defence.

This was the task, then, that was to occupy the
military authorities during the thirty years of peace
that stretched before them, peace with the English
neighbours and peace with the Iroquois who took
pleasure in repeating in their picturesque language, "If
the King of England is our father the King of France
is our mother."

In great measure Canada had to fall back on itself.
Resuming the economic programme of Talon, the coun-
try began to exploit its principal resources. In less than
forty years its population was to more than double,
from twenty to fifty thousand, with practically no'
immigration; but this was not enough to furnish all the
help that was needed for commerce, agriculture, and
industry. The majority of the settlers did not move
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